James D. Anderson, Ph.D., President, Friends of Agricultural Research – Beltsville, Inc.
Fiscal Year 2014 Outside Witness Testimony prepared for U. S. Senate Committee on
Appropriations, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
March 20, 2013
Mister Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, thank you for this opportunity to present
our statement supporting funding for the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS), and
especially for its flagship research facility, the Henry A. Wallace Beltsville Agricultural
Research Center (BARC), in Beltsville Maryland. We strongly recommend full fiscal-year
2014 funding support for research programs at Beltsville.
Usually, our testimony would discuss relevant sections of the President’s annual budget
proposal. This year, however, it appears as though the President’s annual budget proposal may
not be available before the March 20 deadline the Subcommittee has announced for accepting
testimony from interested Members and outside witnesses. Thus, drawing on a discussion with
Subcommittee staff, our testimony for Fiscal Year 2014 generally summarizes and re-states the
testimony that we submitted a year ago.
Henry A. Wallace Beltsville Agricultural Research Center -- the nation’s premier agricultural
research center -- has spearheaded technical advances in American agriculture for over 100
years. Beltsville celebrated 100 years of research leadership and technical advances in 2010. The
long list of landmark research achievements over that time is truly remarkable. Still at the
threshold of its second century, Beltsville stands unequalled in scientific capability, breadth of
agricultural research portfolio, and concentration of scientific expertise. Under the leadership of
Director Dr. Joseph Spence and with its powerful scientific capability, the Beltsville Agricultural
Research Center is distinctively, indispensably prepared for the challenges that lie ahead.
Priorities in the President’s FY-2013 Budget Request—
Now, Mr. Chairman, we turn to key research areas highlighted in the President’s proposed Fiscal
Year 2013 budget. We continue to strongly recommend this proposed funding as we did a year
ago.

We were pleased to see that the FY2013 budget includes increases for environmental
stewardship; crop breeding and protection; animal breeding and protection; food safety;
and human nutrition. Obviously, these are areas of great concern to all Americans, and
they are certainly among the highest priorities for agricultural research today. All of these
research areas are strengths of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center and they will
benefit well from the unique facilities and scientific expertise at the Center. We encourage
you to seriously consider funding the proposed budget and to ensure that Beltsville receives
the funding that it needs to address these critical research needs.
Although funds are not requested for major facilities projects in the FY2013 budget, we
would like to bring to your attention the urgent need for renovation of Building 307 on the
Beltsville campus. The Center has aggressively moved to consolidate space and reduce
costs and has been very successful at doing so. However, these plans require the renovation
of a building -- Building 307 -- that was vacated some years ago in anticipation of a
complete renovation. In the past, Congress approved partial funding for this renovation,
and those monies were retained pending appropriation of the full amount required for the
renovation. Unfortunately, those funds now have been lost to ARS. Consequently,
renovation of this vacant, highly useful building is on indefinite hold. While we realize that
funding is extremely tight, we confirm that Beltsville urgently needs a renovated Building
307 for adequate, high quality lab space. Moreover, a renovated Building 307 would not
only yield substantial energy savings, but also would allow Beltsville to move forward with
other long-delayed relocation and consolidation plans. At a minimum, funds are urgently
needed to stabilize this vacant building from continuing deterioration.
In summation, we would highlight these spheres of excellence:
Animal Breeding and Protection: Beltsville conducts extensive research on animal production
and animal health. The research center is the foundation of genetic improvement in dairy cow
production. Beltsville is examining ways to prevent resistance to drugs for animal parasite
prevention and control.

Crop Breeding and Protection: Beltsville scientists have an extensive record of ongoing
research relating to protecting crops from pests and emerging pathogens. Beltsville has
distinctive expertise for identifying pathogens, nematodes, and insects that destroy crops or make
crops ineligible for export. Beltsville houses the Germplasm Resource Information Network, the
U.S. coordinating body to identify and catalog plant germplasm.
Child and Human Nutrition: The Beltsville Human Nutrition Research Center (BHNRC) is the
nation’s largest, most comprehensive federal human nutrition research center; unique activities
include the What We Eat in America survey, which is the government’s nutrition monitoring
program, and the National Nutrient Databank, which is the gold standard reference of food
nutrient content that is used throughout the world. These two activities are the basis for food
labels, nutrition education programs, food assistance programs including SNAP, the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, school feeding programs, and government nutrition
education programs.
Global Climate Change: Beltsville became actively engaged in climate change research long
before climate change became a topic of intense media interest. Beltsville scientists are at the
forefront of climate change research -- understanding how climate change affects crop
production and the effects of climate change on growth and spread of invasive and detrimental
plants (such as weeds). A central aim is finding ways to mitigate negative effects of climate
change on crops. Beltsville houses unequalled facilities for replicating past climates or climates
that may exist in the future.
Plant, Animal, and Microbial Collections: Beltsville houses matchless national biological
collections that are indispensable to the well-being of American agriculture. In addition to the
actual collections, Beltsville scientists are internationally recognized for their expertise and
ability to quickly and properly identify insect pests, fungal pathogens, bacterial threats, and
nematodes. This expertise is crucial to preventing loss of crops and animals, ensuring that
invasive threats to American agriculture are identified before they can enter the country, thus
helping to protect homeland security, and ensuring that American exports are free of pests and
pathogens that could prohibit exports. Also, Beltsville houses the National Animal Parasite

collection and has the expertise to identify parasites that are of importance to agricultural
animals.
Mr. Chairman, this concludes our statement. Thank you for consideration and support for the
educational, research, and outreach missions of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center.
Sincerely,
James D. Anderson, Ph.D.
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